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August 18, 2016 
 
Chair Mary Jo Galindo and Commissioners 
Historic Landmark Commission 
City of Austin 
Post Office Box 1088 
Austin, TX  78767-8865 
Sent via E-mail 
 
Re: 1112 E. 12th Street 
 
Dear Chair Galindo and Commissioners: 
 
Preservation Austin respectfully urges the Historic Landmarks Commission to initiate historic 
zoning for the home at 1112 East Third Street, in the East Cesar Chavez Neighborhood. 
Architecturally, the home, which was built circa 1900, is an extremely intact example of a 
Victorian-era vernacular cottage, with board and batten siding and Queen Anne detailing. This is 
a type of home that was once common throughout many of Austin’s neighborhoods, and is 
architecturally representative of East Austin, but has now become endangered due to our rapid 
development. 
 
This house is particularly important to its East Austin community because it was home for nearly 
20 years to Arturo Aleman, who was known within Austin’s Mexican-American community as a 
labor organizer and historian. The history of minorities, and their communities, has historically 
not been written or collected by sources outside of those communities, making it sometimes 
difficult to document the significance of individuals and cultural resources. Aleman collected the 
stories of his church and surrounding neighborhood, preserving those for future generations.  In 
2010, the Austin History Center included Arturo Aleman in their exhibit on “Mexican American 
Firsts: Trailblazers of Austin and Travis County”, in recognition of his community leadership. 
 
Too much of the physical history of Austin’s minority communities has been lost in recent years, 
due to extreme short-sightedness and a lack of long-term planning. We are currently working to 
correct some of this, with the completion of the survey of East Austin. There is much discussion 
in regards to some of these cases about what constitutes a “significant association” with people, 
businesses, event, etc. in our historic minority neighborhoods. Often in these cases, associations 
are overlooked because they are not deemed to be significant by people who are outside of 
those communities. A small business owner in a minority community, as Arturo Aleman became 
later in his life, may have more significance within that community than a non-minority who 
owns the same type of business. A person who collects the stories of a community naturally 
becomes a very important symbol within the community. In this instance, we also have 
members of Austin’s Mexican-American and east side communities coming to the preservation 
community because they recognize Aleman as a person with extreme historical significance to 
the City of Austin. Preservation Austin feels that it behooves us all to listen to those voices and 
protect this important cultural resource. 
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If the commission does not feel like they have enough information to initiate historic zoning, we 
urge you to at least postpone making a decision at the August meeting. We have heard that the 
draft of the East Austin Survey will be released soon and feel it would be prudent to review the 
recommendations in that document before allowing continued demolitions in the survey areas. 
Additionally, we have heard that the proposal for 1112 East Third Street is to demolish this and 
a neighboring house, combine the parcels, and construct three new houses. We believe that this 
proposal could still be accomplished utilizing the historic house and that all possible options be 
explored before releasing a demolition permit. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Alyson McGee 
President 
Preservation Austin 



From: Amy C Thompson
To: Galindo, Mary - BC; Whitworth, David - BC; Sadowsky, Steve; Panju, Arif - BC; Tollett, Blake - BC; Reed, Emily -

BC; McKenzie, Grace - BC; Clites, Madeline - BC; Trevino, Michelle - BC; Myers, Terri - BC; Osburn, Tiffany -
BC; Papavasiliou, Alexander - BC; Valenzuela, Sarah - BC

Cc: Contreras, Kalan; Pamela Colloff
Subject: Thompson Testimony for 1112 East Third St
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2016 8:48:30 PM

Dear Commissioners and Staff,

I submit the attached materials as the East Cesar Chavez Historic Preservation
Committee Chair. 

Attached, please find my testimony and supporting documentation, gathered by the
committee, in favor of granting landmark status to the home at 1112 East Third
Street.

From my own perspective, I'd like to add the following.

Noted historian and archivist H. Morse Stephens famously penned that, “Every
generation writes its own history of the past.” For too long the history of our City
followed the sad tradition of privileging the narratives of the wealthy and the cultural
majority, while ignoring the contributions and suppressing the identity and self-
worth of working class and non-white Austinites. For generations, the potential of
Mexican American and black youth in Austin has been curtailed by policies of
residential and classroom segregation (both de jur and defacto). As Arturo L.
Aleman observed in a April 29th, 1944 editorial piece (attached), “The segregated
schools for the Latin American children (of Travis County) develop in these children
an inferiority complex…” This case represents an opportunity to depart from this sad
tradition and to actively take up the important work of recognizing and celebrating
the experiences and contributions of Austinites from all ethnic and socio-economic
backgrounds who worked to improve themselves, their families, and this city that we
all call home.

Recognizing the efforts and contributions of the Mexican American community is of
particular importance to our neighborhood. The story of the Aleman family is not
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unlike the story of Danny Camacho’s family (which you heard during citizen’s
communications at the June HLC meeting), and like the story of Danny’s family it is
one worth telling.

I hope you will enjoy learning more about the Aleman family as much as our
committee has. If you find the story to be one that any Austinite would benefit from
learning, imagine what the story would mean to current and future generations of
Mexican American Austinites.

 

Should you have any questions, I am at your service.

Sincerely,

Amy Thompson

512-659-7666
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To: Galindo, Mary - BC; Whitworth, David - BC; Sadowsky, Steve; Panju, Arif - BC; Tollett, Blake - BC; Reed, Emily -

BC; McKenzie, Grace - BC; Clites, Madeline - BC; Trevino, Michelle - BC; Myers, Terri - BC; Osburn, Tiffany -
BC; Papavasiliou, Alexander - BC; Valenzuela, Sarah - BC

Cc: Pamela Colloff; Contreras, Kalan
Subject: Thompson Testimony for 1112 East Third St_Part 2
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2016 8:36:51 PM
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From: Amy C Thompson
To: Galindo, Mary - BC; Whitworth, David - BC; Sadowsky, Steve; Panju, Arif - BC; Tollett, Blake - BC; Reed, Emily -

BC; McKenzie, Grace - BC; Clites, Madeline - BC; Trevino, Michelle - BC; Myers, Terri - BC; Osburn, Tiffany -
BC; Papavasiliou, Alexander - BC; Valenzuela, Sarah - BC

Cc: Contreras, Kalan; Pamela Colloff
Subject: Fwd: Thompson Testimony for 1112 East Third St_Part 1
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2016 8:33:57 PM
Attachments: Abridged Aleman Family History.pdf

Thompson Testimony_ 1112 East Third.docx

Apologies, but due to City e-mail limits, I am having to resend this message to those
of you with City addresses in phases.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Amy C Thompson <amy.thompson@utexas.edu>
Date: Tue, Aug 16, 2016 at 8:03 PM
Subject: Thompson Testimony for 1112 East Third St
To: "bc-Mary.Galindo@austintexas.gov" <bc-Mary.Galindo@austintexas.gov>, bc-
David.Whitworth@austintexas.gov, "Sadowsky, Steve"
<Steve.Sadowsky@austintexas.gov>, bc-Arif.Panju@austintexas.gov, bc-
Blake.Tollett@austintexas.gov, bc-Emily.Reed@austintexas.gov, bc-
Grace.McKenzie@austintexas.gov, bc-Madeline.Clites@austintexas.gov, bc-
Michelle.Trevino@austintexas.gov, bc-Terri.Myers@austintexas.gov, bc-
Tiffany.Osburn@austintexas.gov, bc-Alexander.Papavasiliou@austintexas.gov, bc-
Sarah.Valenzuela@austintexas.gov
Cc: janine bergin <janbergintx@gmail.com>, J V <jose.8.valera@gmail.com>, Edie
Cassell <ediecassell@gmail.com>, Pamela Colloff <pcolloff@texasmonthly.com>,
Kalan Contreras <kalan.contreras@austintexas.gov>, SolAna Renteria
<solana.renteria@gmail.com>, JoAnn Estrada <joann75009@gmail.com>, Leslie
Thompson <1lesliethompson@gmail.com>, sabino.renteria@austintexas.gov, Kate
Singleton <director@preservationaustin.org>

Dear Commissioners and Staff,

I submit the attached materials as the East Cesar Chavez Historic Preservation
Committee Chair. 

Attached, please find my testimony and supporting documentation, gathered by the
committee, in favor of granting landmark status to the home at 1112 East Third
Street.
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Aleman Family History (abridged – bold represent events at 1112 E. 3rd): 


 
1896 - Arturo L. Aleman is born in La Blanca, Zacatecas, México. 


1902/ 1911 - Antonia Garza and Arturo L. Aleman migrate from Mexico to Texas with their families 


(fleeing political instability) and settle as laborers on a farm on Onion Creek (later ABIA) 


1917 - Arturo joins the Emmanuel United Methodist Church during its temporary location in Del Valle 


1919 - Antonia and Arturo marry 


1923-29 - Antonia and Arturo move to Austin, renting a series of homes on the East Side, settling at 


1112 East 3rd St. 


1929-45 Arturo works for hotels as a cook, for the railroad as a porter, and for a downtown 


store as a salesclerk. During this period Antonia and Arturo serve as active members of the 


community via church groups and secular committees, such as: the Salvation Army, Optimist 


Club (Benevolent Society?), the Confederation of Mexican Workers, and the Comite Patriatico  


1930s – Arturo G. taught by Consuelo Herrera (later Mendez) 


1931 - Moses born in house at 1112 East 3rd St, birth attended by midwife 


1935 - Eunice born in house at 1112 East 3rd St, birth attended by midwife 


1942-5 - Aleman brothers serve in WWII 


1945 – Arturo applies for US Citizenship (see application submitted from 1112 East 3rd); becomes 


Citizen in 1948  


1945 - Family buys home and builds own neighborhood grocery business after years of renting and 


working in the service industry. (Properties located at 1015 East 3rd St, since demolished.) 


1948– 50s - Three of Five surviving Aleman children attend college. 


1950s - Aleman brothers serve in Korean War 


1960s - Moses Aleman is recruited by FBI as a Special Agent during the Cold War 


1970s – Arturo Aleman’s history of the Emmanuel Methodist Church printed (copy of the book on file at 


the Austin History Center) 


1985 - Arturo Aleman honored for his contributions to labor organizing (see obit in Arturo G memoirs) 


2001 – Moses participates in Voces,1 an oral history project to record Latin American history at the 


University of Texas. 


2003  - Mayor Will Wynn declares September 27th Arturo Aleman Family Day (see proclamation in 


Aurturo L memoirs) 


2010 – Mayor Leffingwell (see certificate in Arturo L memoirs) 


                                                           
1 http://www.lib.utexas.edu/voces/template-stories-
indiv.html?work_urn=urn%3Autlol%3Awwlatin.453&work_title=Alem%C3%A1n%2C+Moses  



http://www.lib.utexas.edu/voces/template-stories-indiv.html?work_urn=urn%3Autlol%3Awwlatin.453&work_title=Alem%C3%A1n%2C+Moses
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August 14th, 2016

[bookmark: _GoBack]Historic Landmark Commission
Chair Mary Jo Galindo, et alia

City of Austin Preservation Office
Steve Sadowsky



Dear Commissioners and Staff,



I write in my capacity as the East Cesar Chavez (ECC) neighborhood’s Chair of Historic Preservation to support the historic landmark designation of the Aleman-Hernandez home at 1112 East Third St. The ECC Committee on Historic Preservation finds this home meets 3 of the 5 criteria for landmark status: historic significance, community value, and architectural significance.



Historic Significance:

As history of home is representative of Mexican American lived experience in 20th Century Austin. COA Staff have argued, and the ECC Committee concurs, that the history of residency at 1112 East Third reflects an important era in the development of our City and the challenges, experiences, and contributions of under-recognized working class immigrants. Originally built as a homestead for the children of German immigrants hoping to transition from an agrarian to urban life, the structure became home to a series of Mexican immigrant families pursuing the 20th Century American dream. Residents of 1112 East Third worked in a variety construction, service, and food industry jobs advancing themselves socially and economically despite the challenges of economic depression, war and segregation. Of note, at least two of these families, Aleman and Hernandez, lived as renters at 1112 for many years until they were able to purchase their own homes.

The National Historic Landmark program’s Latino American Theme Study[footnoteRef:1] outlines various themes in Latino History that have contributed to local, state, and national histories at large. Among these are themes of particular interest to the case before you, including: the Immigration Experience,[footnoteRef:2] the Struggle for Inclusion,[footnoteRef:3] Business and Commerce,[footnoteRef:4]  Labor,[footnoteRef:5] Military Service,[footnoteRef:6] Education Access and Reform,[footnoteRef:7] and Religion and Spirituality.[footnoteRef:8]  [1:  https://www.nps.gov/heritageinitiatives/latino/latinothemestudy/introduction.htm]  [2:  https://www.nps.gov/heritageinitiatives/latino/latinothemestudy/immigration.htm ]  [3:  https://www.nps.gov/heritageinitiatives/latino/latinothemestudy/inclusion.htm ]  [4:  https://www.nps.gov/heritageinitiatives/latino/latinothemestudy/businesscommerce.htm ]  [5:  https://www.nps.gov/heritageinitiatives/latino/latinothemestudy/labor.htm ]  [6:  https://www.nps.gov/heritageinitiatives/latino/latinothemestudy/military.htm ]  [7:  https://www.nps.gov/heritageinitiatives/latino/latinothemestudy/education.htm ]  [8:  https://www.nps.gov/heritageinitiatives/latino/latinothemestudy/religion.htm ] 


Highlighting the significance of both Latinos’ contributions to US history and the significance of their under-recognition, the study’s core essay[footnoteRef:9] presents and celebrates the contributions of five ‘unknown’ Latinos who left their mark at the national level. In doing so, they challenge local preservation leaders to do the same for Latino individuals who helped build and improve their communities. [9:  https://www.nps.gov/heritageinitiatives/latino/latinothemestudy/coreessay.htm ] 


The experiences and contributions of the Mexican American families who lived at 1112 East Third incorporate many of the themes identified by the NHL study as historically significant. The home itself embodies and reflects this important, under-recognized, and endangered history.

For Aleman family’s contributions to the Mexican American and greater Austin communities. The experience of the Aleman family, residents of 1112 East Third from 1929 through 1946, illustrates both the challenges experienced by the Mexican American community and contributions its members made despite these challenges. Antonio and Arturo L. Aleman moved to what is now the East Cesar Chavez neighborhood from the Del Valle farm where their families had settled after migrating from Mexico. Arturo worked a variety of service industry jobs to support the growing family. Throughout the 30s and 40s, Antonia and Arturo L. were actively engaged in both religious and secular organizations that promoted the education and advancement of Latino youth and workers. Three of their children enlisted and served the US military in World War II, though Antonio and Arturo would not become citizens until after the war. The children Antonio and Arturo raised carried their values and activism into the next generation. Arturo G. (son) was recognized for his contributions to labor organizing, and Moses (son) helped break historic cultural barriers in law enforcement.

In his essay on Latino Americans' historic struggle for inclusion[footnoteRef:10] in American society, Dr. Louis DeSipio relates how the Latino labor organizers and education advocates in the first half of the 20th century paved the way for the of the advancements made by Latino social justice advocates in the latter half of the century. The Aleman family’s own story perfectly mirrors this theme at the local level. In advancing the integration of schools and equity in the work place, Latino activists enhanced the rights and opportunities of future immigrants and all US citizens. [10:  https://www.nps.gov/heritageinitiatives/latino/latinothemestudy/inclusion.htm ] 


For Aleman family’s contributions to the creation and preservation of the Mexican American historic record. 

Beyond the historic significance of the Aleman family’s history as representative of the experience of the Mexican American community in their time, and beyond the contributions that individual family members made to the advancement of the Mexican American community through their civic and public service, the Aleman family is of historic significance to the Austin Mexican American community as they were (and are) active curators of that community’s history. Antonia and Arturo L. were among the original archivists of the Mexican American community in Austin. Having documented their own families’ migration stories (fleeing the Mexican revolution and enduring the hard life of agricultural work), Arturo L. went on to document the history of his congregation. The Emmanuel United Methodist Church, as it is now known, was one of the principle religious congregations of the early Mexican American Community in Austin. 

Arturo L. joined the church during its sojourn to Del Valle between 1915 and 1923. A firm believer in the importance of history, Arturo L. documented the congregation’s activities throughout his membership. His efforts are impressive and important given that much of the church’s early records were lost in the Onion Creek flood of 1919. In the 1970’s, he arranged the documents that he had produced and collected over decades into a book, and in so doing preserved a cross section of the experience of the Mexican American community in Austin. Aleman’s history of the church spans the congregation’s growth and activities from the 1870s to the 1970s. Significant events documented in the book include: 

· the church’s 1915 removal from its original Austin location in “Little Mexico”, at Fourth Street and Nueces; 

· the community’s experience of the record 1919 flood; 

· myriad church celebrations, committees and initiatives lead by notable parishioners Dr. Alberto and Eva Garcia (Of note, during his residency at 1112 East Third, Mr. Aleman collaborated with Dr. Garcia on community organizing efforts and events.); and 

· the establishment of the first Mexican Consulate in Austin, via documentation of the first Consul’s membership and participation in the congregation. 

Mr. Aleman’s history of the church offers insight into the personalities, values, and perspectives of Mexican American community members and leaders. In addition, the book serves as back up documentation of births, marriages, and deaths for a community whose major life events may or may not have made it into County records during the early half of the 20th century. 

Following in their parents’ footsteps, Arturo G. and Moses Aleman have contributed to the documentation of their generation’s experience. Arturo G.’s personal memoirs include details of everyday life circumstances, pleasures and challenges faced by Latino children growing up in Austin between the Great Depression and World War II. Like his father before him, Arturo offers insight via documented encounters with prominent members of the Mexican American community and the ECC neighborhood. (Of particular note is his strong affection for his elementary school teach – Consuelo Herrera, later Mendez). Arturo G’s account of service in the Navy, offers fascinating insight into the reach and impact of segregation during the war as his work assignment opportunities and limitations in the military paralleled his life back home. His personal and human account of the experience of baking bread for the soldiers who took Iwa Jima offers a uniquely grounded contemporary perspective of the event. Like his father before him, Arturo G. became the historian and archivist for his religious community, the First Baptist Church – another prominent institution in the early Mexican American community. The Austin History Center maintains documents from Mr. Aleman’s written narrative history of the church.

Moses documents the evolution of the social trends in federal institutions through his memoirs. Too young to serve in WWII, Moses served in the Korean War and was later recruited by the FBI as a special agent – based on his military experience and Spanish language skills. He often jokes – though it may be true – that he was the first Mexican American from Austin actively recruited by the FBI. Moses continues the family tradition to this day collecting, translating, and preserving documents related to Mexican American history and advocating for the inclusion of the Mexican American voice in the greater Austin historic record.



Community Value: 

The committee finds the home reflective of our community values as the structure is the physical manifestation of our neighborhood’s history of diversity (built by German Americans, maintained for generations by Mexican Americans, a physical legacy passed on and cared for by subsequent immigrant communities finding their way and making their mark on the city). We also value its contribution to a cohesive streetscape that reflects our neighborhood’s role in the City’s early history, as home to working class residents who transitioned from rural to urban life and literally built much of the City.

Given the Aleman family’s contribution to neighborhood history and the local Mexican American community’s history, we find preservation of the home consistent with Goal 3 of the East Cesar Chavez Neighborhood Plan[footnoteRef:11]: [11:  http://eastcesarchavez.org/policies-process/neighborhood-plan/ ] 


Create and preserve physical features and activities to reinforce our neighborhood’s cultural identity and history.



The Historic Landmark Program’s theme study on Latino American history highlights the importance and benefits of acknowledging the historic contributions of Latino Americans, and begs consideration of the risks of continuing to devalue and erase this history (e.g. the impaired cultural identify and self-worth of Latino youth). The accessibility and relatability of the Aleman family’s story to the broader Mexican American community makes it an effective tool for fostering a sense of belonging and instilling pride in current and future generations of Mexican American Austinites. As Ray Aleman observed in his high school report on his family’s history (1981): “I believe [my grandfather] had it good, even though these were some tragic events. I admire him for the way he took on the various challenges in his life. Reading [his] memoirs gave me a firsthand account into how that great American dream was at one time a reality.”



Architectural Significance: The Committee concurs with staff’s assessment of the home as typical of a vernacular style that reflects the history of our community and is becoming rapidly endangered via demolitions.  This particular example of a vernacular wing and gable home is the exact home featured on page 10 of our 1999 Neighborhood Plan as an example of the type of historic structure our community seeks to preserve.[footnoteRef:12] When we wrote our plan – the first neighborhood plan officially recognized by the City – this type of construction was typical. Since then, we have lost many of these homes to demolition or modification beyond recognition. This home is remarkable in that it maintains its key architectural features with little alteration from the historic period. [12:  ftp://ftp.ci.austin.tx.us/npzd/Austingo/ecc-np.pdf ] 


It is further noteworthy that the home now standing at 1112 E. Third exactly matches the style and details of the original location of the First Baptist Church in the neighborhood, now gone (see historic photo). 

For its historic, cultural and architectural values, the home has been nominated and accepted as a future stop on the Tejano Trail Walking Tour.[footnoteRef:13]  Austin’s Tejano Trail is the first and only Department of the Interior designated trail in a metropolitan area. It serves as a gateway to our community’s collective past. The information at the tour kiosks provides locals with a deeper appreciation of their own heritage, orients visitors to our diverse cultural and historic roots, and welcomes new residents to find their place in the preservation and further development of the neighborhood’s story.  [13:  http://www.thc.texas.gov/blog/austins-tejano-walking-trail ] 


For these reasons, members of the committee and I urge you to establish the home at 1112 East Third Street as a landmark. In doing so you will ensure that future generations of Austinites and visitors can learn and benefit from the history that these walls hold up. 

Attached please find supporting documentation and additional information.

I thank you for your attention to this matter and welcome any questions you may have.



Yours truly,

Amy Thompson

1402 East Second St.

 

Attachments:

· An abridged outline of the Aleman family history

· Personal Memoirs, Arturo L. Aleman 

· Personal Memoirs, Arturo G. Aleman

· Personal Testimony (full), Moses Aleman

· Aleman Family Home and Family Photographs 

· Photograph of First Baptist Church on East Third St., since demolished (Note similarity of architecture to current structure at 1112 East Third)

· “Obstacles on the Education of the Latin American Children in Travis County”, by Arturo L. Aleman, 1944.

· “The Pursuit of an American Dream”, school history report by Ray Aleman, 1981
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From my own perspective, I'd like to add the following.

Noted historian and archivist H. Morse Stephens famously penned that, “Every
generation writes its own history of the past.” For too long the history of our City
followed the sad tradition of privileging the narratives of the wealthy and the cultural
majority, while ignoring the contributions and suppressing the identity and self-
worth of working class and non-white Austinites. For generations, the potential of
Mexican American and black youth in Austin has been curtailed by policies of
residential and classroom segregation (both de jur and defacto). As Arturo L.
Aleman observed in a April 29th, 1944 editorial piece (attached), “The segregated
schools for the Latin American children (of Travis County) develop in these children
an inferiority complex…” This case represents an opportunity to depart from this sad
tradition and to actively take up the important work of recognizing and celebrating
the experiences and contributions of Austinites from all ethnic and socio-economic
backgrounds who worked to improve themselves, their families, and this city that we
all call home.

Recognizing the efforts and contributions of the Mexican American community is of
particular importance to our neighborhood. The story of the Aleman family is not
unlike the story of Danny Camacho’s family (which you heard during citizen’s
communications at the June HLC meeting), and like the story of Danny’s family it is
one worth telling.

I hope you will enjoy learning more about the Aleman family as much as our
committee has. If you find the story to be one that any Austinite would benefit from
learning, imagine what the story would mean to current and future generations of
Mexican American Austinites.

 

Should you have any questions, I am at your service.

Sincerely,

Amy Thompson

512-659-7666

http://www.statesman.com/news/news/local-obituaries/hero-danny-camacho-was-east-austin-historian/nrDY6/
tel:512-659-7666
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From: Clay Golden
To: Sadowsky, Steve; Contreras, Kalan
Subject: FW: Demo App - 1713 W 29th, Historic Case Number: NRD-2016-0065
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2016 3:15:32 PM

Kalan & Steve-
 

I am the owner of the adjacent property (1711 W. 29th St.) and want to drop you a note to let you
know that I’m in favor of the demo application request Taylor Steed is making on behalf of the

property, 1713 W. 29th St.
 
I appreciate your consideration and please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any
questions or concerns.
 
Clay
 
Clay A. Golden
Barshop & Oles Company
801 Congress Ave., Suite 300, Austin, TX 78701
Office: 512.637.0489 │Cell: 512.944.4007 │Fax: 512.495.9875
cgolden@barshop-oles.com│www.barshop-oles.com
 
 

mailto:Cgolden@barshop-oles.com
mailto:Steve.Sadowsky@austintexas.gov
mailto:Kalan.Contreras@austintexas.gov
mailto:cgolden@barshop-oles.com
http://www.barshop-oles.com/
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PH IL IP  OVERBAUGH,  
 

  1 1 0 5  A L T A  V I S T A  A V E N U E  A U S T I N  T E X A S  
   

August 16, 2016 
 
 
RE: Novotny Ramirez Residential Addition & Renovation, 4104 Sinclair Ave, Austin TX 78756 
Case Number: HDP-2016-0532 PR-2016-090532 
Contact: Steve Sadowsky,  512-974-6454 
Public Hearing: August 22, 2016 Historic Landmark Commission 
 
Philip Overbaugh, Architect   ---- I am in favor 
1105 Alta Vista Avenue 
Austin, TX 78704 
 
As the Architect for Owners Ryan Novotny, Mirabai Ramirez and their two young children, I was 
asked to design an addition and renovation to accommodate their family and provide much needed 
additional space. The Owners expressed a preference for a more updated look that projects a farm-
house modern style while still maintaining the scale and character of the original house. The existing 
house was built in 1941 and is in serious need of repair and renovation.  The Owners have owned 
and occupied the existing 3 bedroom, 2 bath home for the past 12 years, living in 1601 sf of 
conditioned space. The existing floor plan is poorly configured with a living room in the middle of 
the house with no direct light and a small, dark kitchen located on the north side of the house. The 
new plan includes all new windows, doors, cabinetry and finishes and resolves the floor plan and 
space deficiencies by adding a new living room, side porch & sun room addition to the rear of the 
house, moving the kitchen to the south side of the house to gain light and space, and adding a 
second story addition to accommodate a new master suite. The new spaces are well integrated into 
the existing rooflines and overall architectural composition, with the second story addition located 
in the middle of the house to preserve the scale and rooflines of the front façade and to minimize 
any impact on light and air to the neighbors. A new wood trellis replaces the existing center gable 
over the front porch to bring more light into the entry and to allow for a large center window above 
at the new second floor. The completed renovation and addition will have an additional 340 sf of 
conditioned space on the first floor and 630 sf on the second, for a total of 2571 sf of conditioned 
space. We believe this is a modest and thoughtful addition and renovation with a much improved 
floor plan that meets the needs of the family, while respecting the architectural character of the 
existing house and the adjacent properties. We hope that the commission will agree and humbly 
request that you move to approve this project. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Philip Overbaugh 
Architect 
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